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21 May 2014 
Dear Friends of NEF: 
 
In this field report you will find highlights from my trip to Samia, Kenya last month.  The general 
mission was to check on the status of the Nasriumbi Education Fund (NEF) program at Busijo 
Secondary School. More specifically, I set out to hold various meetings and activities to access 
the progress of the current NEF Scholarship Beneficiaries, their student group and poultry 
project; to understand the challenges and gaps that exist; gather ideas from the students, 
parents and the NEF Advisory Committee on how we can improve the NEF program moving 
forward. In addition, NEF was able to award three new scholarships, and hold a very important 
health education workshop in conjunction with donating Huru feminine hygiene kits to all the 
female students at Busijo Secondary School. Below, I provide further details on each of these 
activities, along with photos.  
 
I also want to extend my sincerest gratitude because without support from people like you the 
NEF program at Busijo Secondary School would not be possible. The girls recognize that they 
have been given a special gift, and I believe that they are taking their studies very seriously. All 
of the funds donated to NEF went directly to pay for their scholarships and school materials, the 
Huru Kits and health workshop, and the other aforementioned activities. My husband and I 
continue to donate the administrative costs and my travel expenses in Kenya, including airfare.  
 
Background: 
The motivation to start NEF came from the community, and from my desire to pay forward the 
kindness and generosity they had shown me when I was completing research as a graduate 
student with the University of Amsterdam in 2011. Through observation and conversations with 
village elders, students and parents, I learned about the challenges facing students in rural 
Kenya near Lake Victoria.  In particular, the elders asked if I could promote girl-child education 
because too many of their young women were dropping out of school. In response, I launched 
NEF as a pilot project at Busijo Secondary School in May 2012, in partnership with the Nairobi-
based NGO, Centre for African Bio-Entrepreneurship (CABE).  One of our goals is to help girls 
complete their educations. 
 
Now, in 2014, NEF has been operating for two full school years at Busijo Secondary. We have 
an Advisory Committee (which includes the Deputy Principal and some of the teachers from 
Busijo Secondary), and we employ a local Kenyan as our project coordinator. Mr. Ogombe has 
extensive work experience and formal training in rural/community development. I am grateful for 
his valuable insights and his dedication to the NEF girls at Busijo Secondary. After reading this 
report, I think you will be impressed with what we have achieved in two years. It was a joy to be 
back in Kenya last month; to take part in the activities; and to see how the girls have blossomed 
along with the program.  
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Introducing the new NEF students: 
I am happy to introduce you to our new NEF students! One of my primary objectives during the 
April field trip was to award scholarships to three more female students at Busijo Secondary 
School.  They are… 
 

• Susan is a quiet young woman in Form 1, or Freshman Year at Busijo Secondary 
School.  Her teachers report that she is disciplined and timely with her assignments.  
She comes from a large family, which makes it challenging for Susan’s family to pay for 
her school fees.   
 

• Tiema is also in her Freshman Year at Busijo Secondary School. She is also disciplined 
and performs well in school. Shortly after I returned to California, I received a letter from 
one of Tiema’s older siblings to thank NEF for supporting his sister. He wrote: “I would 
like to extend my sincere appreciation for the task which you have taken to educate my 
sister because to be honest, my father would have not managed to raise the required 
fees and he is extremely poor (living with an income of one dollar per week)”.  

 
• Dorine is a Form 2 (Sophomore) at Busijo Secondary School. She lost her mother and 

is living with a guardian in the community.  Dorine is hard-working, outgoing and a 
natural leader.  We already envision her playing a mentorship role for her fellow NEF 
beneficiaries and other students in her school.  

 

      
NEF 2014 scholarship beneficiaries - from L to R: Velma, Susan, Sharon, Dorine and Tiema.  
 
These girls were selected among a large pool of applications for their academic performance, 
financial need, personal character/discipline and leadership potential. All applicants are required 
to have at least a C average to be eligible for NEF sponsorship. In total, we have five active 
students who are receiving full tuition assistance, as well as school uniforms, shoes and solar 
lanterns. Most of these young women come from large, impoverished families with one or both 
parents deceased or away from home. Some beneficiaries also have children of their own. 
Despite many challenges, they decided to return to school to provide a better future for 
themselves and their families. 
 
As with the first cohort, when NEF was launched in Kenya, I was honored and overjoyed to 
have an opportunity to meet the young scholarship recipients in person, along with their parents 
or guardians. I witnessed the impact that NEF is able to make through donors like you when I 
saw the emotions passing over the girls’ and their parents’ faces. They realized that one of the 
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biggest hurdles to achieving their education has been overcome. The girls will not be sent home 
anymore to collect school fees. But, my colleagues remind the students that they still have a lot 
of work ahead of them, and that the best way they can say thank you is by studying hard in 
school.   
 
NEF’s first high school graduates: 
I am also very excited to announce that we have two high school graduates, Judith and 
Victorine. I presented them with reusable NEF water bottles that displayed a photo of the first 
NEF cohort on the day their received their scholarships and new uniforms. Both Victorine and 
Judith received average marks on their national exit exam, which enables them to apply to 
college.  Victorine was awarded a spot at a very reputable university to study teaching, but her 
heart is in nursing and social work. Judith also wishes to study nursing. NEF will stay in touch 
with both young ladies and offer assistance to them in terms of mentorship and financial aid, 
either directly or by connecting them with other organizations/agencies that provide college 
grants.  
 
Before she begins her college classes in Nairobi, Victorine is continuing to lead the student 
group at Busijo Secondary School and mentoring the NEF scholarship beneficiaries. She also 
wishes to start a peer training program by which members of the student group would be trained 
a child advocates to prevent neglect, domestic abuse, illness and help other girls stay in school. 
NEF will consider facilitating that training for the students.  
 

       
       NEF graduates from Busijo Secondary School: Judith (L) and Victorine (R). 

 
Addressing Female Issues: 
NEF partnered with Huru International to provide Huru Kits (reusable feminine hygiene kits) to 
all the female students at Busijo Secondary School.  This is one more way that we can help girls 
stay in school because many female students miss almost one week every month when they 
have their period. Most often this is because they cannot afford sanitary pads, but sometimes 
they do not want to go to school ‘that time of the month’ because the school latrines inadequate 
or unclean and they fear being teased. Thus, on 17 April 2014, NEF distributed Huru Kits and 
sponsored a half-day workshop on personal well-being and sex education. A community health 
worker who is attuned to local Kenyan issues and culture, and who could speak candidly with 
the girls facilitated the workshop. Although the school was on Easter Break, the workshop was 
attended by the Chair Lady of the School's Board of Governors, the Principal and Deputy 
Principal, some teachers and 88% of the female students.  
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Jessica handing out a Huru Kit.    Female students at Busijo Secondary with their Huru Kits. 
 
Progress of NEF Students at Busijo Secondary: 
To assess the status of the scholarship beneficiaries and the NEF program, in general, at Busijo 
Secondary School, my colleagues and I organized a Round-Table Discussion with the students 
and a meeting with the NEF Advisory Committee at the school. We also received feedback from 
some of the parents during the Scholarship Award Ceremony and MoU Signing. 
 
Overall, the students are doing well. They are maintaining their grades and striving to do even 
better so they can score high marks on their exams and go to college. Previously, they might 
not have let themselves dream of going to college or university, whether it was due to lack of 
motivation, or insufficient money and support from their family and elders. But when I saw the 
girls in April I saw a confidence in many of them that was not there two years ago. The Advisory 
Committee informed me that the students are even more disciplined since being awarded 
scholarships from NEF, and they keep good lines of communication with the Committee and 
their teachers. On the other hand, the Advisory Committee is concerned that some parents are 
less motivated to stay involved in their students’ academic progress. The students themselves 
reported that they struggle to balance school and home life because they have many chores to 
do after school.   
 

     
Round-Table Discussion with NEF students.      Energizing activity with the NEF students. 
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NEF Student Group & Poultry Project: 
In 2013, five NEF beneficiaries launched the Busijo Student Group and the members started a 
poultry rearing project to generate money that they can use for school fees and materials. I 
visited the poultry site, and like many new groups, the students are struggling to keep 
momentum and commitment from the members, and the local breed of chickens are prone to 
disease. NEF is assisting the group by providing training and guidance on project management, 
group dynamics and poultry keeping.  Oversight is provided by the School's Advisory 
Committee, along with the students' parents. 
 

     
                    The students’ chickens in their coop. 

 
NEF Goals/Action Items: 
The following goals and action items came out of the meetings during the field trip. 
 

! Improve on the monitoring and evaluation of the NEF beneficiaries to include a reporting 
system for the parents so as to hold them accountable for their responsibilities to their 
children’s education. 

! Develop a more formal mentorship circle for the NEF students. 
! Research the logistics and cost of organizing a program on peer training for child 

advocacy and mentoring. 
! Help reactivate the Busijo Student Group and their poultry-rearing project. 
! Oversee the development of a NEF logo designed by the NEF beneficiaries and their 

classmates at Busijo Secondary. 
! Follow-up with the Advisory Committee and students on the impact of the Huru Kits. 
! Assist the NEF graduates in finding college grants and/or loans. Consider setting up a 

revolving fund at NEF for use by college-bound NEF students. 
! Raise funds for 2015 scholarships and NEF activities at Busijo Secondary. 

 
Words of Thanks: 
During my week-long trip I was joined by my friend from Amsterdam and new NEF team 
member, Ms. Arja Schreij. She provided in-kind services and a donation for media coverage 
(hopefully, the NEF health workshop will make Kenya’s Daily Nation newspaper!). I wish to 
thank her for her valuable insights and ideas, her photographic talents, and warm company. Our 
sidekicks in the field were Mr. Ogombe Edmond, NEF’s project coordinator, and CABE’s new 
local field officer. It is Edmond who makes everything happen on the ground for NEF. I am 
grateful for his hard work and valuable contributions to the project, and for his skillful driving of 
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the motorbike that gets us around in Samia. I also owe a huge thank you to Mr. Hannington 
Odame and his Nairobi-based staff at CABE for their guidance and assistance with the NEF 
program. As my NEF partner, project mentor and fiscal sponsor, I truly could not report on any 
of these accomplishments without CABE and Edmond.  And, along with CABE I also extend my 
thanks to Mr. Odame’s family, who look out for my well-being when I’m in Samia and make me 
feel at home. Finally, I am forever grateful to my husband, Dennis Nagtalon, for his love, support 
and understanding of the importance of the NEF mission.  He gave me wings to pursue my 
education goals (two Master’s Degrees and one that required us to move to Hollland), and now 
we are striving to do the same for girls in rural Kenya. 
 
How People Can Help: 
 

Donations to NEF help fund our scholarship program for girls at Busijo Secondary School.  
Each year, if the students maintain their academic standing, NEF will pay for their tuition and 
uniforms until they graduate from high school. This amounts to about $200 - $240 per student – 
or $1,000 to $1,2000 each year.  In addition, we raise funds to support related activities, such as 
workshops and trainings, and providing feminine hygiene kits or solar lanterns – all of which 
help the girls study and stay in school.  To make a donation, please visit our website for 
instructions and further information: https://sites.google.com/site/nasirumbifund/. 
  
Networking is also valuable. NEF is always interested in connecting with other people and 
organizations that share our passion for education and improving livelihoods.  It is more fun and 
effective to work together; share ideas and lessons learned.  
 
NEF is seeking a US-based NGO to act as a fiscal sponsor. Ideally, this would be an 
organization with substantial experience in community development work in Africa, and the 
arrangement would be a partnership that can enhance both parties’ missions. In addition, we 
are looking for people with expertise in marketing/social media and fundraising who would be 
interested in volunteering some of their time to NEF.  To share an idea and/or the name of a 
potential partner or volunteer, please send an e-mail to nasirumbi.educ.fund@gmail.com.  
 
We’re also on Facebook! https://www.facebook.com/NasirumbiEducationFund  
 
 

    
Countryside in Samia (near Busijo), Kenya.      Traditional fishing boats on Lake Victoria. 


